
ROMEERNCES
AND REVIEWS

CLINICAL ASSESSMENT OF ANTICOAGULANT CONTROL-L, N.
Roberts and G. P. Mason. Canad. Med. Assn. J.-Vol. 85:
831 (Oct. 7) 1961.
The standard clotting time, the thrnmbotest, and the

usual Quick one-stage prothrombin time were compared
both in a group of 40 hospital "normals" and in a group
of 40 patients on anticoagulation therapy, from the stand-
point of range, of normal value., reproducibility of tests
and clinical convenience. All techniques are given in detail.
Both the standard clotting time ad the thrombotest possess
certain clinical advantages ad disadvantages which are
discussed by the' authors.

SURGICAL RELIEF OF DIFFUSE SUBVALVULAR AORIiC STENOSIS
-J. W. Kirk]lin and F. H. Ellis, Jr. Circulation-Vol. 24:

739 (Oct., part 1) 1961.
Direct surgical relief of diffuse subvalvular aortic stenosis

has been accomplished in two' cases by open operation
through a left ventriculotomy.

MANAGEMENT EFFICIENCY IN THE HzALTH SERVICEzJ. R.
Seale. Lancet-Vol. 2:476 (Aug. 26) 1961.
The National Health Service in Britain is an unsound

organization because it i& directly controlled by the central
government and is financed by general taxation. The service
has provided medical care of high quality by using the

material, human, and moral capital which it inherited from
the past but has inadequately replenished. A severe short-
age of British doctors has recently developed, and a declin-
ing standard of medical care provided by the health service
is- probable. Radical changes in the methods of finance and
administration are required if the health service is to
achieve its objectives.

* * *

RETINAL DETACHMENT-C. L. Schepens and D. Marden.
Arch. Ophthal.-Vol. 66:631 (Nov.) 1961.

Analysis of records of 3,063 patients with either retinal
detachment or a related condition reveals that senescence
is a predisposing factor and males are more susceptible
than females. Males are affected more severely and at a
younger age. General behavior of retinal detachment dis-
ease resembles that of sclerosis of coronary arteries.

* * *

POLYMYXIN B: PSEUDOMONAS ULcns-J. W. McMeel,
*R M. Wood, and L B. Senterfit. Arch. Ophthal.-Vol.
66:64* (Nov.) 1961L
Experimental Pseudomonas comeal. infectious treated

with polymxin B yielded negative cultures five days after
treatment had begun. Three weeks after inLfection, treated
eyes showed residual central corneal haziness, whereas un-
treated controls showed thickness and.. opaque corneal
densities.

* * *

REACTION TIME IN NORMAL AND AMBLYOPIC EyEs-G. K.
von Noorden. Arch. Ophthal.;-Vol. 66:695 (Nov.) 1961.

Reaction time was measured in three amblyopic eyes and
the results were compared with those obtained. from the
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